BIBLICAL TOUR OF TURKEY
SINGAPORE BIBLE COLLEGE

16 Nov 09, Monday to 28 Nov 09, Saturday
TOUR SUMMARY

13 Days, 10 Nights (11 Days of Touring)
PAUL’'S MISSIONARY JOURNEYS / CHURCHES OF REVELATION / ISTANBUL / NICEA (COUNCIL OF NICEA)

Turkish Airlines(with one domestic sector)

TK67 SIN/IST (16NOV) 1105P/ 0455A (17NOV)
TK458 IST/ADA (17NOV) 820A / 950A (17NOV)
TK66 IST/SIN (27NOV) 1145P / 410P (28NOV)

ACCOMMODATIONS (10 Nights)

01N accommodation @ Antakya Narin Hotel or similar

02N accommodation @ Cappadocia Dedeman Hotel or similar

01N accommodation @ Konya Bera Hotel or similar

01N accommodation @ Pamukkale Richmond Hotel or similar

01N accommodation @ Kusadasi Richmond Ephesus Hotel or similar
01N accommodation @ Izmir Princess Hotel or similar

01N accommodation @ Canakkale Tusan Hotel or similar

02N accommodation @ Istanbul Taksim Gonen Hotel or similar

TOUR FEE
Twin/Triple Sharing: $$2,595.00 Single supplement: $$450.00
INCLUDED IN TOUR FEE NOT INCLUDED IN TOUR FEES
e  Turkish airline return fare from Singapore to e Airline fuel surcharge and taxes S$329.00
Istanbul. e Anyincrease in airline fuel surcharge and taxes.
e  Turkish airline domestic flight from Istanbul to e Travel insurance
Adana. (land tour does not include domestic flight) e Personal expenses and drinks during meals.
e Full board. All meals are provided. Water is provided | ¢  Mineral water consumed on the bus or during the
during lunch and dinner. tour.
e English speaking professional Turkish guide e Visaif applicable.
proficient in the bible. e Tips to porter (USD 1.00) per hotel only if services
e 11 Full Days of Touring in an air-conditioned luxury are required.
bus.

e 10 Nights Stay in minimum 4 star touring hotels.
All sites and entrance fees as stated in the itinerary.
All Tips to the Tour Guides, Bus Drivers and Hotels.

e 01 x500ml ( bottled) mineral water per person per
day onboard coach.

e All transfers.

e Deposit payment of S$1500.00 by 31 Jul 2009. Full balance payment by 30 Sep 2009.
e Rates is based on minimum of 40 paying pax. There will be a surcharge of S$80.00 for 35 paying pax, S$160.00
for 30 paying pax, $S$240.00 for 25 paying pax.
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TURKEY BLBICAL TOUR

13D ION Tour (11D Touring)
DAY O1 (PEPARTVRE) SIN- IST- ADA 16 NOVY 09, MONDAY

Assemble at Changi International Airport in the evening to begin a fascinating and deeply enriching journey that
follows the life and ministry of Paul, taking you to many places mentioned in the Bible.

TK 67 SIN/IST (16NOV) 1105P/ 0455A (17NOV)
TK458 IST/ADA (17NOV) 820A / 950A (17NOV)

DAY 02 (THE FIRST CHRISTIANS) 17 NOV 09, TUESDAY

Arrive in Istanbul and take the connecting flight to Adana, ancient Cilicia, and drive straight to Antioch where the
followers of Jesus were first called Christians! We will have lunch before starting the tour.

ANTIOCH

e Grotto of Peter the Apostle: Paul and Barnabas were sent on their first missionary journey from this cave
church. They sailed from Selucia Peria (Cevlik)
Portions of the high walls that girded the city Catacombs and aqueducts
An archaeological museum housing a superbly preserved collection of mosaics dating from the 2" and 3"
centuries left by the Romans. It is the second largest museum of mosaics in the world.

Antioch is a city in Syria (modern Antakya), about 19 km east of the Mediterranean Sea. In New Testament times the city enjoyed
an international population of Romans, Greeks, Syrians, Jews, and possibly others. Luke records that some of the persecuted
believers moved to Syria (Acts 11:19-20) and started a church. When the Jerusalem church heard this news, it sent Barnabas,
who exhorted the believers to remain faithful to the Lord (vv 22-23). Upon enlisting the help of Paul, the two taught in the city for
about one year (vv 25-26). The followers of Jesus were first called Christians in Antioch (v 26).

Antioch was the home base of Theatinésdhe lndalclsuictoserd liny awaydd téashi(Acts €3sl-
3; 15:36-40; 18:22-23). When the decision of the Jerusalem Council regarding the salvation of Gentiles was relayed here, it was
received with joy (Acts 15:30-31). Here also, Paul felt compelled to rebuke Peter for his intolerant behavior towards Gentile
believers (Galatians 2:11). Antioch was very important during the initial spreading of the gospel, located as it was along
the road from Jerusalem to Rome. It was notorious for its wealth and luxury. In Roman times, the city continued to thrive with
artistic, scientific and commercial activities. Though the church was exposed to the temptations of wealth and pleasure, not to
mention the allure of the cults of Artemis and Apollo, it grew. Strolling through the ancient city, you cannot help recalling that Paul,
Peter, Barnabas and others walked these streets, for little has changed since that time.

Overnight in Antakya L/D

PAYO3 ( PAULGS EARLY BEGI NNI 18 MOV 09, WED

Early in the morning, drive to Tarsus, the birthplace of Paul. During St. Paul’s time Tarsus was a university city
surpassing Athens and Alexandria. Cicero was a governor here in 51-50 B.C. and the romantic meeting between
Cleopatra and Mark Anthony took place in Tarsus.

Tarsus was the birthplace of the apostle Paul (Acts 9:11; 21:39; 22:3). Situated about 18 km from the Mediterranean Sea,
Tarsus prospered (Acts 21:39, “no mean city”). It had long been established as a coastal center. The influence of Greek
education and civilization made Tarsus a center of intellectual life. From 170 B.C. a community of Jews lived in Tarsus,
stimulating economic growth. These Jews were granted rights equal to those of the Greek inhabitants of the city. Following
Paul’s conversion and initial ministry in Damascus and Jerusalem, he was sent from Caesarea to Tarsus to escape death at the
hands of his Jewish opponents (Acts 9:30). Barnabas went later to Tarsus to enlist Paul’s help in teaching the Gentile converts
at Antioch (Acts 11:25-26).

Property of Omega Tours & Travel Pte Ltd. This content is not to be copied, distributed or shared without prior consent and
approval from Omega Tours & Travel Pte. Ltd. The company does not make any claims to the information provided on the sites and
places mentioned above. Itinerary is subject to change and availability.
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TARSUS

e The stone arch, which was probably the Sea Gate to the old walled city. It is popularly known as Cleopatra's
Gate; some call it St. Paul's Gate.

e St Paul's well, situated at the house where the Apostle Paul lived. The city of Tarsus put up a plaque by the
well in 1980 commemorating the work of Paul. Some excavations in the city revealing a mosaic floor, a basalt
street and columns along one side of the street, apparently from the Roman period.

East of the city is the River Cydnus, which had once brought Cleopatra to Tarsus to meet Mark Antony.
The stone-arched bridge built during the time of the Emperor Justinian (6‘h century).

Drive to Nevesehir (Cappodocia). From Adana to Kayseri is 333 km which is around 3 hour drive.The
group will have lunch after at Derinkuyu.

CAPPODOCIA

e Underground city of Derinkuyu, early Christian settlements with chapels, monasteries, tombs and shelters.

e Uchisar Rock Fortress and Pigeon valley. This is an amazing fortress built into solid rock with amazing views
of ancient dwellings of Christians and churches.

Residents of Cappadocia were included among the Jewish pilgrims at the Feast of Pentecost in Jerusalem (Acts 2:9).
Christianity spread into the region primarily along the route from Tarsus through the Cilician Gates. In his first letter (1 Peter
1:1) Peter addressed Christian converts from Cappadocia. The capital of the province, Caesarea (modern Kayseri)
became a leading center of Christianity. In the early years of the first millennium, groups of Christians fleeing from Roman
persecution began moving into the inaccessible wilds of Cappadocia seeking refuge.

There are said to be more than a thousand churches and chapels in Cappadocia. The variety and artistry of their architecture,
layout, and decoration are fascinating and amazing. The whole panoply of religious architecture — basilicas with single, double,
or triple naves, cruciform plans, vestibules, aisles, apses, domes, columns, pillars, and more — can be found in these churches,
and all had been hollowed out of the stone. Many of the churches are decorated with painstakingly executed frescoes. Since it
might be necessary to lie low for extended periods of time, these troglodytic dwellings eventually became subterranean cities
that included sources of water and places to store food and wine. Cappadocia is a UNESCO World Cultural Heritage Site.

Some Christians, which arrived in Turkey from Jerusalem via Antioch (Antakya) and Caesarea (Kayseri) in the 2nd century,
settled down in the area now called Derinkuyu. Finding the soft volcanic tuff easy to carve, they began expanding the natural
caves, linking them together and in addition to dwellings, created chapels, churches and monasteries.

Overnight in Nevsehir (Cappodocia) B/L/D
DAY 04 (THE EARLY CHURCH) 19 NOY 09, THURSDAY

Drive to Goreme early in the morning.

Visit the Goreme region (ancient Cappadocia). The town of Goreme is set in the middle of a valley of rock cones and fairy
chimneys. Known in Roman times as Cappadocia, Goreme is one of those rare regions in the world with a spectacular
surrealistic landscape of capped pinnacles and fretted ravines in colours that range from warm reds and golds to cool greens
and greys. Dwellings and churches have been hewn into the rocks dating as far back as 4,000 B.C.

CAPPODOCIA

e Ucguzeller Valley, Three beauties. Land of the Hittites, which are a tribe mentioned in Genesis 23.

e Goreme Valley, National park and rock churches.

e Avanos, with its fascinating pottery and carpets which can only be found in this part of the world. Here you will
visit a carpet and pottery factory to see how these are tradionally made. Be treated to an exciting lifetime
experience to have a exotic meal in an actual cave.

Visit a Cappodocian fairy chimney house and experience what it was like for a Christian living in those times.
Zelve Valley. Here the fairy chimneys are unique to the region and the hiking through the valley’s numerous
cave dwellings will be an amazing experience.

e Visit of a pottery factory in Avanos to see how traditional pottery are being made.

Overnight in Nevsehir (Cappodocia) B/L/D
DAY OS5 ( PAULGS JOURNEY) 20 NOV 09, FRIDAY

Leave Cappadocia and drive to Derbe early in the morning.

DERBE (Karaman)

e Derbe, was where Paul preached the gospel and gained many converts, among whom was Gaius (Acts 14:6,
20; 20:4), is some 24 km south-east of Lystra. Group will spend around 20 mins to climb the mountain.
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Have lunch in Karaman, the main town. Then leave Derbe for Konya

KONYA (ICONIUM)

e Museums and Ruins (Reach Konya Mevlana Museum before 5.00pm to enter)

e The Archaeological Museum which includes the Sidemara Sarcophagus

e  Optional late night shopping at Konya.

e Konya is the only place in Turkey where they can see dancing skirvishes from the Ottoman period where men
will go into trance and spin around. lts normally 15 minimum people and USD 15.00 per pax and requiremes
special arrangement. Dancing is accompanied by live music. This is optional.

Iconium was the capital city of Lycaonia in south-central Asia Minor, north of Lystra. Originally a Phrygian city, Iconium was
incorporated into the Roman Empire as part of the province of Galatia.

Paul and Barnabas visited Iconium during the first and second missionary journeys (Acts 13:51-14:6, 21-23). The population at
that time consisted of Hellenized Galatians, Roman officials and veterans, and Jews. lconium was then a center of the wool
and textile industry, so Paul could easily have found work and shelter. Despite their early success, Paul and Barnabas fled for
Lystra and Derbe when Jews and Gentiles alike threatened to stone them to death (2 Timothy 3:11). They later returned to
strengthen the young church and to appoint officials. Timothy was a native of lconium (Acts 16:2).

Overnight at Konya B/L/D
PDAYO6 ( PAULGS FI RST RECORDED 29 1NOV©OD,SAT

Group will leave Konya early and then head towards Yalvac (Pisidian Antioch).

Paul and Barnabas visited this city in Phrygia near the border of Pisidia (Acts 13:14) on his first missionary journey, after his
ministry in Cyprus, around 46 A.D. Preaching first to the Jews on the Sabbath in their own synagogue, he succeeded in
securing an initially favourable reception (v 43). The next meeting was less friendly, however, because of the jealousy of the
Jews over the number of people attending. The Jews managed to have Paul and his company evicted from the city, though
they were unsuccessful in their attempt to block Gentile conversion (vv 48-51). Paul may have revisited the city on his second
and third journeys (16:6; 18:23). Much of the ancient city has been preserved.

Pisidian Antioch

e St Paul 6 s PaBlarsached irtaasynagogue now buried underneath this basilica.
e Parts of the city wall, A temple of the god Men, A theatre

e The collapsed arches of a Roman aqueduct on a barren hill

e Ruins of the monumental Triple City Gate

Leave Yalvac and head for Dinar for lunch before going to Colossae.

Colossae, a site of early Christian activity, is in the southwest region of ancient Phrygia. It is about 21 km from Hierapolis and
about 19 km from Laodicea. By New Testament times it was a well-established community. Paul wrote to the local church
(Colossians 1:2), commonly thought to have been founded by Epaphras (inferred from Colossians 1:7; 4:12). Among the local
church members were Archippus (4:17; Philemon 1:2), Onesimus, and his master Philemon (Colossians 4:8-9; Philemon 1:10).

Colossae
e  Ruin near Honaz Dag (Mt. Cadmus).

We will then leave Colossae and drive to Laodicea.

Laodicea, the last of the seven churches of Revelation (Revelation 3:14-22), is 10 km across the valley from Pamukkale’s hot
springs. It is about 177 km east of Ephesus and 97 km south-east from Philadelphia in the Lycus Valley. It is part of the tri-
city area with Hierapolis and Colosse, all within 18 km of each other. The modern city of Denizli is about 8 km away.

Epaphras laboured in the Christian congregation of Laodicea, which was closely lined with the congregations of Hierapolis
and Colossae (Colossians 4:12-16). Paul himself did not visit the congregation in Laodicea (Colossians 2:1).

Laodicea (Eskihisar)

e Ruins and old Roman Road.

e Roman Amphitheatre.
Group can go have early dinner and go for the spa and Turkish bath. Note that the spa and thermal bath
is free but massage is payable.

Overnight in Pamukkale B/L/D
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DAY 07 (CHURCHES OF REVELATION) 22 NOVY O09,SUN

Group will leave hotel early and then head to the Cotton Castle, Hirepolis.

Hieropolis is 19 km north of Laodicea and 19 km northwest of Colossae. It stands along the ancient roadway connecting
Laodicea to Philadelphia and Sardis to the northwest. The city may have been reached by Paul's ministry impact from Ephesus
(Acts 19:10), but more likely came under the evangelistic preaching of Epaphras. Epaphras, who was imprisoned with Paul had
ministered to this city (Colossians 4:12-13). Hieropolis was also the city where Philip was martyred.

Hieropolis (modern Pa mu k k al e fi Co ti$ aonaturdl wonderd obmaineral-rich waters cascading over travertines formed
through the centuries and is set amid historic ruins. The hot springs have been used since Roman times for their therapeutic
powers. The thermal pools as well as the ruins of the ancient city of Hierapolis are situated on a plateau. Pamukkale is a
UNESCO World Cultural Heritage site.

Hieropolis (Cotton Castle)

e The Martyrium of Philip the Apostle. Remnants of an octagonal basilica built in the 5th century lie here.
e Temple of Apollo

e Well preserved and large Roman built amphitheatre.

Group will leave Pammukkale and then head towards Alasehir (Philaelphia).

Philadelphia, the sixth of the seven churches of Revelation (Revelation 3:7-13 ), is a city of Lydia, located about 45 km south-
east of Sardis and 120 km east of Smyrna.

Alasehir (Philaelphia)
e The ancient wall/Remains of a Byzantine basilica. St John Church.

After Alasehir, the group will leave for Sardis (Sart) and have lunch there.

Sardis, the fifth of the seven churches of Revelation (Revelation 3:1-6), is about 64 km south of Thyatira and about 80 km east
of Smyrna. The ruins of ancient Sardis, once the capital of the Lydian realm of Croesus, lie on the Sart Cayu (Pactole River)
plain. The world’s first coins were minted here. The modern city of Salihli is just a few kilometres away.

Sardis (Sart)

e Ancient synagogue, built in the 3rd century A.D., is the most important archaeological discovery in
the Sardis excavations. It is one of the oldest synagogues in Turkey. The extensive ruins here also
include beautiful mosaic tiles

e The Temple of Artemis

e Gymnasium and ancient school.

Leave Sardis for Kusadasi

Optional: Fashion show at leather garment factory in the evening for leather jackets for both men and the ladies.

Overnight in Kusadasi B/L/D

DAY 08 (CHURCH OF EPHESVUS) 23 NOVY 09, MONDAY

Group will leave Kusadasi and then head towards Ephesus.

Ephesus (Efes) is the first of the seven churches mentioned in Revelation chapters 2-3 (Revelation 1:11, 2:1-7). Today Ephesus
is a seaport in West Turkey near the Aegean Sea, about 5.5 km south of the Cayster river, opposite the island of Samos. Paul
visited Ephesus on two different occasions. He passed through the city on his second missionary journey in A.D. 52 following his
stay in Corinth (Acts 18:19-21), and returned on his third journey in A.D 54 (Acts 19:1-41). Paul suffered many trials and
tribulations in Ephesus, leading finally to his imprisonment.

Luke describes a moving farewell scene between Paul and the Ephesian elders at the end of his third journey, when he stopped at
nearby Miletus en route to Jerusalem (Acts 20:16-37). Extensive excavations have facilitated the restoration of old Ephesus, the
most impressive archaeological site in Turkey. From the harbor a 10-metre wide marble-paved and pillar-lined street led into the
interior of the city. Paul would have approached the city through this street, entering it through the northern gate, called the
Magnesian Gate.
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Ephesus

The amphitheatre, where craftsmen who made shrines of Artemis rioted against the Apostle Paul / Marble road
Temple of Artemis, one of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World.

The library of Celsius, The stadium,

The lecture hall of Tyrannus where St. Paul held daily discussions (Acts 19.9). For two years Paul taught here
from eleven to four during the hottest hours of the day when the hall was empty

e The Agora

After this, group will go to Selcuk and have lunch before going to Sardis.

Selcuk

e St Johnosbultmthée 3" centary on the site of the Tomb of the Apostle. (~1hr)
e The house of Virgin Mary on a hill top. Supposed to be the actual resting place of the virgin Mary. (~15 min)

Symnra

e |l zmirds agora (market place) of ancient Symnra.

o Statue of Poseidon (the sea god) and Demeter (goddess of fertility)

e  Church of St. Polycarp: the remains are of the oldest church in Smyrna. St Polycarp was martyred by the
Romans in 155 A.D.

Smyrna, the second of the seven churches of Revelation (Revelation 2:8-11), is today called Izmir. In the first millennium B.C.,
Smyrna ranked as one of the most important cities of the lonian Federation. Today, Izmir is Turkey’s third largest city and
second most important port. It is about 80 km north of Ephesus. Its airport serves most of the Aegean holiday resorts.

Overnight in Izmir B/L/D

DAY 09 (FROM TROAS TO TROY) 24 NOVY 09, TUESDAY

Leave Izmir for Pergamum (Bergama)

Pergamum or Pegamos, the third of the seven churches of Revelation (Revelation 2:12-17), is 104 km to the north of Smyrna.
The city was once a great center of culture. It is surrounded with beautiful groves of olives and figs. The ancient ruins of
Pergamum are situated on top of a steep hill 1,000 feet above the plain, where the modern city of Bergama is located.

Pergamum
e The Red basilica (~15mins)
e Acropolis, which was built on a commanding hill above the modern city of Bergama.
e A steep and impressive theatre, which has almost perfect acoustics

Leave for Ayvahk then to Assos (Behramkale) for lunch.

Assos is 87 km south of Canakkale. Sending his companions ahead by boat around Cape Lectum, Paul took the road from
Troas to Assos, a distance of about 32 km. Because the trip by land was shorter than the voyage by sea, Paul was able to
stay longer in Troas before rejoining his friends at Assos (Acts 20:13-14).

After Assos, the journey then leads to Truva.

Truva
e Trojan Horse of Troy.

Drive to Canakkale
Overnight in Canakkale B/L/D

DAY 10 (NICEA) 25 NOVY 09, WED

Drive from Canakkale to Nicea where the famous Council of Nicea was held in 325 AD. In 325 AD, the
great Council of Nicea was called by Constantine the Great, who had converted to Christianity a decade
earlier and replaced official persecution of Christianity with official support. The Council of Nicea was the
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first ecumenical (worldwide) council of the church and the first of Seven Ecumenical Councils recognized
by most Christian denominations as having doctrinal authority. Around 300 bishops from across the
Christian world attended.

Arrive in Istanbul late in the evening.
Overnight in Istanbul B/L/D

DAY 11 (THE GRAND CITY OF TURKEY) 26 NOV 09, THV

Istanbul

e Ayasofya (St Sophia) Museum: One of the most important Christian monuments of all time, this ancient
basilica, Hagia Sophia (Church of the Divine Wisdom) built by Constantinople the Great and reconstructed by
Justinian in the 6th century, is one of the architectural marvels of the world. Its immense dome rises 55 meters
above the ground and is 31 meters in diameter. The beautiful decorations include stunning Byzantine mosaics.
It was converted into a mosque in 1453 right after the conquest of Constantinople by Ottoman Turks and is now
a museum.

e Blue Mosque (Sultan Ahmed Mosque), is a magnificent mosque that has blue tiles adorning the walls of its
interior.

e Hippodrome of Constantinople, was a horse racing track that was the sporting and social centre of
Constantinople, capital of the Byzantine Empire and the largest city in Europe in that time.

e Grand Bazzar of Istanbul is one of the largest covered markets in the world with over 58 streets and 4000
shops. One can find a host of items ranging from jewelry, pottery, spices, carpets, clothes and many more. That
mixed with the atmosphere and buzz of the local scene would make this a great shopping experience for
anyone.

Free and easy to shop.
Overnight in Istanbul B/L/D

DAY 12 (THE GRAND CITY OF TURKEY) 27 NOV 09, FRI

Istanbul

e Boshorous Cruise. The strait Bosphorus (also known as Istanbul Strait) bridges the Black Sea to the Sea of
Marmara and forms the boundary between the European and Asian part of Turkey. The cruise brings you on a
delightful journey down the strait with views of Dolmabahce Palace and beautiful houses along the European
and Asian sides amongst other sights.

o Topkapi Palace, the imperial residence and administrative center of the Ottoman Sultans for more than 400
years, now housing the priceless collections of porcelains, jewellery, calligraphy and many masterpieces of art.

B/L/D
Transfer for airport will be at 8.30 pm.
TK 66 IST/SIN (27NOV) 1145P / 410P (28NOV)

DAY I3 DAY OF RETURN 28 NOVY 09, SAT

Arrive back in Singapore in the evening with many wonderful memories, a deeper revelation of Jesus and
a greater appreciation for the Bible.

Note that the above itinerary is subject to change based on the pace of the group and availability and accessibility of sites due to
unforeseen circumstances
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